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has sufficient moisture for plant growth gives the best test
of what is desert country since within this area the vegetation
must be specially adapted for making the best use of the brief
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FIG 51   THE LENGTH OF THE GROWING PERIOD
The map divides Australia into zones according to the number of
months of the year in which plants will grow
periods after ram when the soil moisture is sufficient and to
withstand the intervening periods of drought The zone with
1-4- months growing period (42 per cent) is suitable for
pastoral purposes only 5-8 months growing period (15 per